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• Women, Business, and the Law 
• Global Findex
• Enterprise Surveys
• Doing Business
• LSMS-Integrated Surveys on 

Agriculture
• MSME Finance Gap

• Gender Data Portal
• Data harmonization

Examples:
• Bolivia, $73.2 mill
• Angola, $62 mill
• Kenya, $50 mill
• DRC, $45 mill
• Bangladesh, $15 mill

https://wbl.worldbank.org/
https://globalfindex.worldbank.org/
https://www.enterprisesurveys.org/
https://www.doingbusiness.org/
http://surveys.worldbank.org/lsms/integrated-surveys-agriculture-ISA
https://finances.worldbank.org/Other/MSME-Finance-Gap/ijmu-5v4p
http://datatopics.worldbank.org/gender/
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Measuring poverty gaps by 
sex within the household



Can we disaggregate poverty data by sex?

Monetary 
poverty is 

measured at 
household level

Masks 
individual 

deprivations



Gender analysis based on female headship is misleading

Unequal resource sharing 
within household
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Female heads have specific types 
of marital status

Female-headed households are 
smaller with higher dependency

Source: Beegle and Van De Walle 2019
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http://blogs.worldbank.org/impactevaluations/what-can-female-headship-tell-us-about-womens-well-being-probably-not-much


How to explore gender dimensions of poverty?

Life cycle approach Household composition

Demographic 
composition

Economic/earner 
composition



Life cycle approach: Young women face more poverty

Source: Munoz-Boudet et al. (2018) using GMD (lined-up to 2016, based on 2013 version)

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/905581524640553120/pdf/125677-NWP-PUBLIC-POV144-PRWP8360.pdf


A country view of life cycle approach

Source: Munoz-Boudet et al. (2018) using GMD (lined-up to 2016, based on 2013 version)
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higher

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/905581524640553120/pdf/125677-NWP-PUBLIC-POV144-PRWP8360.pdf


Demographic composition

Source: Munoz-Boudet et al. (2018) using GMD (lined-up to 2016, based on 2013 version)

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/905581524640553120/pdf/125677-NWP-PUBLIC-POV144-PRWP8360.pdf


Economic and earner composition

Source: Munoz-Boudet et al. (2018) using GMD (lined-up to 2016, based on 2013 version)

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/905581524640553120/pdf/125677-NWP-PUBLIC-POV144-PRWP8360.pdf


Can we measure individual 
consumption?



Limited and difficult to collect data on individual 
consumption shows a gap

Large intrahousehold differences in consumption over the lifecycle that disadvantage women

Other evidences from Bangladesh, Burundi, and Senegal

We only have a 
partial picture.

No information 
on non-food 

items
Taken from Chapter 5 of the 2018 Poverty and Shared Prosperity Report

https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/pdfplus/10.1086/698311
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-demographic-economics/article/are-we-counting-all-the-poor/637E1DA8E26049B065E2CB5709B115AF
https://halshs.archives-ouvertes.fr/halshs-01724194/document
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/30418/9781464813306_Ch05.pdf


Structural models can be used to estimate 
intra-household poverty rates

• Requires ≥ 1 item “assignable” to specific individuals

• Estimate intrahousehold resource shares over the entire consumption basket by imposing 
assumptions (e.g. Dunbar et. al. 2013, Lechene et. al. 2019, Gaddis et. al. 2019) 

• Ongoing research by World Bank and Institute for Fiscal Studies

Taken from Chapter 5 of the 2018 Poverty and Shared Prosperity Report

https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.103.1.438
https://www.ifs.org.uk/uploads/WP201919-OLS-Estimation-of-the-Intra-Household-Distribution-of-Consumption.pdf
https://blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk/all-family-estimating-resource-allocation-within-households
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/30418/9781464813306_Ch05.pdf


Measuring poverty gaps by sex 
in forced displacement context: 

Jordan 



18How does poverty differ among refugees?
Taking a gender lens to the data on Syrian Refugees in Jordan

Source: Own calculations based on ProGres and HV database (Hanmer et. al. 2018) 
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http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/374541539781178899/pdf/WPS8616.pdf


19Sex of Principal Applicant and household poverty rates:
Before humanitarian assistance
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53.1 % of 
Syrian refugee 
households are 
poor

Source: Own calculations based on ProGres and HV database (Hanmer et. al. 2018) 

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/374541539781178899/pdf/WPS8616.pdf


20Sex of Principal Applicant and household poverty rates:
Before and after humanitarian assistance
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11 % of Syrian 
refugee 
households are 
poor

Source: Own calculations based on ProGres and HV database (Hanmer et. al. 2018). Dashed portion of the bars shows the reduction in poverty rates. 

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/374541539781178899/pdf/WPS8616.pdf
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Gender poverty gap before and after cash assistance
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Source: Own calculations based on ProGres and HV database (Hanmer et. al. 2018) 
Note: Poverty gap = (Pf-Pm)/Pm *100 where Pf = poverty rate of female headed households, Pm = poverty rate of male headed households

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/374541539781178899/pdf/WPS8616.pdf
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Daniel Halim (dhalim@worldbank.org) Divyanshi Wadhwa (dwadhwa@worldbank.org) 

mailto:dhalim@worldbank.org
mailto:dwadhwa@worldbank.org


23


